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fioveaber 13* 1913. 

In re Investigation of Aooident on th© Oregon Short Line Rail
road near Banks, Idahot oa August 31, 1913. 

On August 31, 1913> there w&# ft derailment of a light 
engine an the Oregon Short Lino Railroad near Benks, Idaho, 
result lag in tha death of 2 employs** end tha injury of 3 e«a-
ployeea, one of whon subsequently died. 

After investigation of this aooident tho Chief Inspector 
of Safety Appliances reports as follows! 

On the rooming of August 51, 1913, iocoaotive So, 724# in 
charge of En&Ineraan Eg^ers and Conductor Moffatt, loft Ha&pa, 
Idahc, with & special »gatbound passenger train bound for Belvi-
dere, Idaho* On their arrival at Wo nt our* a station 41 miles 
west of tfampa, & pilot was furnished on account of tho enyineaan 
being unfamiliar with tho road beyond that point* On arrival at 
Bolvidare, I coraotivs No, 724 w a a out off froa* the tr&in and the 
orow v»a directed to return east to Bank3, a station 23*1 silos 
west of Montour, to help an extra westbound freight train to 
Siaith»3 Ferry, IS.9 alios «est of Banks. On account of an in
sufficient supply of coal on loaoaaotlvo Ho. 724 the crow in 
charge vere directed to proeeed to Smith1* Ferry, secure a oar 
of ooal there and take it to Big Eddy, a station 7*7 miles east 
of Smith's Ferry and 11.2 alias west of Banks, And at that point 
have men shovel the ooal into the tender of the locomotive. 

the loconotive, with the intention of running light to Banks to 
After this was done the oree 



help the freight train diveoted, Shortly after leaving B I N 
' # § T I ' \ ' Bdd> the euginegat} lest control of tho loeoaotlve, and while 

;4 

[i0M running at a speed of about 40 alios per hour it was derailed 
V>* at a point about 6.3 silos oast o f that station* 

This aooldent occurred oa a ten-degree ourve loading toward 
A tho right* After leaving the rails tho locomotive traveled 

about 200 foot before coning to a atop against tho swuntain, 
resting on its left side about 12 foot froa tho north side of 
tho track* The tend or wet* torn lease froa the locomotive, the 
fr&ne being about 15 foet froa tho track on tho north side of 
the aaae, with tho cistern about 4 feet away froa It* the 
d&mage to tho track was slight! in fact none of tho ties had 
to bo renOTod* The weather was clear* 

That part of tho Idaho northern Branch of the Oregon Short 
Utnv Railroad on which this accident occurred, extending from 
Henteur to esilth'fl Perry, was under construction, but was to be 
turned oyer officially to the transportation deportment at 12t01 
a.a., September 1, 1913* Between Big Eddy end Banks tho track 
is oa a 2*5% grade# descending for southbound trains, with stany 
curves varying froa 6° to 12°. 

Locostotive Ho, ?24 was equipped with a So- 2 tfew York air 
puap. Ton UcKeo old style Hew Xork brake valve, and plain Row 

: 1
 r York driving and tender brake triples, all in good condition* 

Shore is a two-©ay valve la th© cab which, when placed in the 
cut-out position, applies tae driving wheal brakes independently, 

( 

j~̂ h« 
bo applied automatically. Engine&an Eggera had this valve in 
and outs thorn out of the train braka aystea, so that they cannot 



the cut-out position while dealing at Big Eddy,, end it was 
found to ho in the sane position after the accident. It is 
evident, therefore, that during the tise the engine wee being 
coaled the driving wheel brakes leaked off* end when Bnginsmen 
Eggers started away froa there he forgot to piece the valve in 
the cut-in position, leaving hia with only the tender brekas 
to depend on* and they were not sufficient to hold the engine, 
especially as they were improperly aanipul&ted, according to 
the statement of Engiatwian It % g e m himself. 

Kngineaan Eggere stated that the brakes worked properly 
when hauling the ear of coal froa Smith's Ferry to Big Eddy. 
At Big Eddy a stop of 25 or 30 minutes woe aade while the looo-
sotive was being coaled* During this period the waive was in 
the cut-out position. Before leaving Big Eddy he applied and 
released the brakes, but did not observe the piston travel on 
the tender or driving wheel braises, neither did he do so when 
leaving Smith's Ferry for Big Sddy* the brakes worked properly 
after leaving both places, and the gauge indicated a train line 
air pressure of 90 pounds* Ee stated positively, howevert that 
when he left Big Eddy all the brakes were out in. the reverse 
lever was two notches frost the full forward position, which he 
considered to be the proper position while descending this 
grade* after leaving Big Bddy he amde the first 
application of the air brakes within a distance of about 200 
yards; this reduced the speed of the locomotive. After pro-
eeeding about 200 yards farther he a&de a second application 
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of the brakes, whlah again checked the speed of th* locomotive 
which at that tia« was about 10 slles an hour. When about a 
mile from Big Eddy he maHa & third application of the brakes 
and then discovered that the locomotive was beyond his control 
ami running Away* He tried to reverse the locomotive but was 
unable to do so and culled the fireraan to assist him. With 
their combined efforts, however, they were unable to reverse 
the locoaotivo. Just as the derailment occurred he told the 
fireman to Juap; he did so and was killed, while Enginesaa 
Kggers regained in tho e&b. He stated that at several other 
tlaes on this trip it had been necessary for tlie fireaan to 
assist hiwj in reversing the angina* He thought the accident 
was due to the brakes not beln/* sufficient to hold ths engine 
on such a heavy grade. 

Brakestan Coona stated he ^cted s$ pilot on locoaotive Wo, 
724 when it was hauling the special train froa Montour to 
Selvidere, and had cr*utionse Vn^inp'um Eggera about the steep 
grades, advisine him to be C ^ A / U I nd not let his train get 
the best of him* On previous occasions he had" advised other 
engineraen to revera© their «^xnes $hen going down this grade 
in order to control the & > « H « I . 

Assistant Sngineer !TllLOtt, who h**d supervision of the 
engines In work trein service on this division, stated th?;t he 
did not consider it necess^r^ to furnish a pilot on locomotive 

4, on its return trU fro«a Itolvlder* to Smith's Ferry. 
Howeverj in cs$e a pilot needed Sreteegian Scott, who went 



back with locoraotive So* 724, waa faailiar with the road and 
could have acted In that capacity. 

Several employees who had operated this loeoaotive on 
this division during the sjonth preceding tho date of the ecci* 
dent stated that the brakes were in goad aonditlon and that no 
trouble had bean experienced in properly controlling the speed. 

Conductor Moffatt, who was on locomotive So, 724 et the 
tiae it was derailed, stated that tha enginesan seossed to make 
all tha stops previous to reaching Big Eddy without ©ny diffi
culty, ftnd he thought the brakes were sufficient to hold the 
locomotive on the grade on which the accident occurred. 

This accident waa caused hy the failure of Englneaan Eggers 
to ?lac*& the two-way valve on locomotive Ho, 724 in the cut-in 
position before leaving Big Sddy. His failure to do BO left 
him with an inadequate air pressure to work the air brttkea, re
sulting in logins* control of his locomotive, Enginemmi Bggora 
was negligent in not assuring hisaself that this two-imy valve w&a 
in the cut-in position and that the brakes worked properly before 
starting down the 2.5% grade froat Big Eddy, 

Englneaan Eggers entered the service of the Oregon Short 
Line Bsllroijtd as a flrermn on March 7, 1907, end on July 26, 1912, 
was promoted to englneaan. During his aerviea as a firesmn he was 
discharged on one occasion for refusing to go on duty, while on 
January 20, 1913, he wast densrited for failure carefully to inspect 
his on^in®. At the tiae of the accident Englneaan Eggera h^d been 
on duty 13 hours and 10 ainuterj, after a period off duty of about 
36 hours. 


